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A Look at the CQ WW RTTY Contest
PVRC Webinar, 19 September 2010

Ed Muns, W0YK
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RTTY
CQ WW RTTY Contest

Highest participation RTTY contest
CQ WPX RTTY is close second

Opens CQ WW season
Check station, antennas, operators, etc.

Excellent SO2R training
Operator freed from decoding to practice 
other operating skills
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RTTY
Agenda

History of CQ WW RTTY
Distinctive rules from CW/SSB events
Logging considerations
Log Check Reports
Scores Database
Plaques and Certificates
Stories and Pictures 



19-Sep-10 16:284 of 36

RTTY
Inaugural Event!

Co-sponsored by:
CQ Magazine
RTTY Journal

26-27 Sept. 1987
160-10 meters
Baudot, AMTOR, ASCII, AX.25
SO or MS (both HP only)

SO:
30 hour max; >3 hour off-times
all-band or single-band
No SOA (SO Assisted)

280 entries
SO VE1ASJ 489 Qs
MS HD8CQ 1222 Qs
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Logs Submitted
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RTTY
Evolution of Rules - 1988
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RTTY
Evolution of Rules - 1990
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RTTY
Evolution of Rules -1993
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RTTY
Evolution of Rules - 1994
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RTTY
Evolution of Rules - 2001
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RTTY
Evolution of Rules - 2009
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RTTY
Rules: RTTY vs. CW/SSB

No 160m
US states and VE areas are mults
(in addition to CQ countries and zones)
QSO points:

Same continent/different country = 2 points
(vs. 2 for NA and 1 for all others)
Same country = 1 point (vs. zero)

Categories:
MS has a Low Power category
No QRP, Xtreme or Team Competition categories

8-bandchange/clock-hour (vs.10-minute rule) for MS and M2
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RTTY
www.cqwwrtty.com

Rules
Logs
Results (searchable)
Records (searchable)
Awards
(Blog in future)

http://www.cqwwrtty.com/
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RTTY
Submit a “Good” Log!

Before the contest, make sure your logger will 
produce a proper Cabrillo 2.0 or 3.0 log file after 
the contest

MixW users, please review the pre- and post-
contest guidelines on the website.

After the contest, open your Cabrillo file with a text 
editor and check for proper header entries and 
QSO line format.

See website for CQ WW RTTY specifics
After log checking, review your Log Check Report
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RTTY
Log Submittal

>95% of log check effort is simply editing 
logs for obvious mistakes.
Header lines violate Cabrillo specification.

CONTEST: CQ-WW-RTTY
LOCATION: <ARRL Section or ‘DX’>

Call sign in QSO lines is not what was sent.
Missing column, e.g., QTH.
Columns in wrong order, e.g., QTH Zone
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RTTY
US & Canada “Portables”

US & Canadian stations do not need to sign 
portable, e.g., ‘W0YK’ is OK in California.
Your actual location is determined from the 
‘LOCATION:’ line in the Cabrillo file header 
where you insert your ARRL/RAC Section.
However, in the results, your call sign will 
be listed with the portable, e.g., W0YK/6 as 
determined by the ‘LOCATION:’ data.
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RTTY
Other Details

Single-band entries should log all contacts 
on other bands

Scored based on entry category
Other band QSOs used in cross-checking

Log all contacts!
Dupes
Missing exchange
Any logging mistake
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RTTY
Robot (rtty@cqww.com)

The log submittal robot is your friend!
It only checks for format errors.

It may “guess” at a header line, so make sure you 
agree!

Read the email reply from the robot, then
correct any problems, and
re-submit your log

Re-submit as many times as you wish.  Only the 
last submittal is used in log check.
Check the Logs Received webpage to be sure 
your call sign is listed.

mailto:rtty@cqww.com
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RTTY
Club Competition

Enter your club name exactly as shown on 
www.cqwwrtty.com/clubsnames.htm
If your club is not on the list, submit its 
name to f6bee@cqwpx.com

http://www.cqwwrtty.com/clubsnames.htm
mailto:f6bee@cqwpx.com
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RTTY
Log Check Report (LCR)

Get & read your LCR!
w0yk@cqwwrtty.com

Look for ways to 
improve your 
accuracy, i.e. 
operating skill
Compete with yourself 
next time

mailto:w0yk@cqwwrtty.com
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LCR - Summary Section



19-Sep-10 16:2822 of 36

RTTY

LCR - Band Summary 
Section
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RTTY
LCR - NIL Section
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RTTY
LCR - Incorrect Call Section
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RTTY

LCR - Incorrect Exchange, 
Band Change & Format
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RTTY
LCR - Uniques Section
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RTTY
LCR - Multiplier Section
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RTTY
LCR - Your Call Incorrect
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RTTY
Scores Database

View your history
Research the results and records of a 
specific area, e.g., VE3 or JA7 or Bulgaria
Find various records to beat
(including “unofficial” records)
(On-line logs in the future)
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RTTY
Certificates

1st in each category
Each country
Each call area: US, 
VE, JA, VK, EA, 
Russia

About 25% of logs
(On-line printable 
certificates in future for 
all participants)
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RTTY
Plaques

Plaques based on 
sponsorship
$65
Extras can be ordered
(multi-ops, guest-ops)
Manager: Mike, K4GMH

Listed on website
Single-Op DXpedition 
I2UIY Memorial Award
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RTTY
Pictures and Stories

Take pictures, especially with operators 
and any unusual aspects (geography, 
antennas, station, problems, oddities, etc.).
Keep notes of conditions, operating, 
unusual openings, exciting events, etc.
Email to w0yk@cqwwrtty.com

mailto:w0yk@cqwwrtty.com
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RTTY
www.facebook.com/cqrtty

“Like” the CQ RTTY Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/cqrtty
Covers both CQ RTTY contests:

CQ WPX RTTY, and
CQ WW RTTY

Blog alternative? (requires Facebook 
account)

http://www.facebook/cqrtty
http://www.facebook.com/cqrtty
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RTTY
RTTY Contest Resources

www.rttycontesting.com
www.aa5au.com
MMTTY: mmhamsoft.amateur-radio.ca/
Logging Software:

WriteLog: www.writelog.com
N1MM Logger: www.n1mm.com
Win-Test: www.win-test.com/
MixW: mixw.net/

Discussion groups:
RTTY: lists.contesting.com/mailman/listinfo/rtty
MMTTY: groups.yahoo.com/group/MMTTY/
MixW: groups.yahoo.com/group/mixw/

http://www.rttycontesting.com/
http://www.aa5au.com/
http://www.writelog.com/
http://www.n1mm.com/
http://www.win-test.com/
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RTTY
CU Next Weekend!
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CU Next Weekend!
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